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general reach those wrong conclusions? Who brought the news
from Germany? The refugees.
The refugees had told the world that Germany was bankrupt,
her army no good, the Luftwaffe a bluflf; that she couldn't stick a
long war because her morale was so bad, that she would come a
cropper at the first attack against Franco. That was what the
German refugees had been saying for seven years. They said it in
books, in newspapers, and in conversation. It now seemed to me
that if they wanted what they positively did, linglund and Prance to
fight Germany (being Germans themselves they apparently forgot
that Germany would start the fight without encouragement), then
they paid disservice to the cause of the Allies and their own
momentary cause (to get back to Germany) by underestimating for
their own purposes Germany's real strength. Had the French
known what they were up against, the initial defeats wouldn't have
turned into a rout, and probably their strategy would have been
different. But that was past history and what mattered was that I
know nothing whatsoever about tliow.JcIJyrau masses that were the
successful invaders. Later the conviction grew on me that it had
suited the Germans that the refugees should spread the tale that
Germany wasn't strong. It created confusion; one of the cardinal
rules of German propaganda is to create confusion.
"I must find out," 1 said, "and I shall."
The Bulgarian painter was dining with us and he expressed his
admiration for the German helmet and uniform. That kind of
helmet belonged to the conqueror. We were at the Merc Catherine
and somebody said that two German officers were at the Vleille
Maine, the restaurant with the blue tablecloths.
"Let's go," said the Bulgarian, and I said, yes, by all means.
The two German officers were standing at the bar and were
talking in stiff, hard French to the schoolmistress who lived in our
house. She was telling them that on 3rd June Gorman bombs had
killed many schoolchildren. "That's impossible, Madamay," said
one of the Germans. "We only bomb military objectives." "I'm
telling you, you killed many schoolchildren." "Poor little children.
Madamay, we Germans we love children. Probably that; school was
near a military target. Our airmen try so hard, but you know you
can't calculate to an inch where a bomb drops. Poor little mites,
May I tell you, Madamay, how grieved I am to hear this ? It was
your government and the English who forced this war on you, but
now let us hope that it's all finished. For the Fiihrcr will show his
generosity to France, have no doubt of that,"